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H THEN DECIDE To 
HAVE OUR MORN- 


ING COFFEE IN ITALY Just To Buy 
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LET ME 
Buy YOU A 
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THE ONLY 
WAY TO SURVIVE 
AFTER THE WAR 
1S FOR US To JOIN 
TOGETHER TO OPEN 
A RESTAURANT OR 
COFFEE BAR OR 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT. 


1 DONT 
HAVE DREAMS. 
OF OPENING 
SOMETHING BIG, 
JUST SOMETHING 
TO SUPPORT 
THE THREE 


WITH 
FAMILIES 
OF 


BECAUSE 
ALL OF US 
ARE BOUND To 
GET MARRIED 
AND HAVE 
FAMILIES 


WE'VE 
COME TO 
THE BOTTOM. 
THINGS ARE 


‘Screws were a 
little bit loose” 
wrong people in 


Los Angeles and 
got whacked 


You participate in some illicit. activ- 


ities... carjackings 


‘2. bank robbery 


Youve done your 
stint in the 


You get sidetracked there, mixed up 
with some tough g from Britain, the 
South Afr Belgium. 


In Marseilles, and your pals take out a large number 
Algerians -bar brawl! over some girls. 


You 


Now you're dealing guns, selling gat js on. Two colleagues 
them to Palestinians are murdere uu think by Massa 


THE HELL 
D> NOTZ 


TRYING TO 

HOW SHOULD 
I Put it7— 
DIVERSIFY 


In London you obtain a forged Belgian p 
port and fly to the States where there’ 
still that Unfinished business. 


‘As the Bible says, an eye for an eye, a tooth 
for a tooth. I went there to kill somebody.” 


“And_I knew that if I got killed, too, 
my father would be dévastated 


carry me 
Cae] Heatly wee 
he Fubble.. 


Conversely, 

how comfort: 
ing to trot 
alongside 
Nevén on hi 
coffee bar 
younds, to 

pask In che 
aintan 

zal 


The Muslim na- 
tionalist party, 
the SDA, has 
learned through 
its 


tionalist party, 

the SDs, is 

organizing 
ramilitary 


snia in 


order to carve [7 


out territo 
expel non-Seres 
and link up 
with Serbia 
proper 


In Bosnia, the most ethnically mixed repub 
lic, all is seemingly peaceful'in the capital 
Sarajevo while Serb, Muslim, and Croat 

nationalist politicians heatédly debate the 


future of the land they s 


Muslims begin to build their own paramilitary 
structures, the Patriotic League and the so™ 


called Green Berets, with SDA support. 


F AND I BECAUSE 2 IMA Y 
Z/ecivep to \ / 1 ALWAYS NATIONALIST) /pouty HATE 
STAKE MY CARDS Yf THOUGHT OF IN THE SENSE } { PONT HATE Fe 
WITH BOSNIA, MYSELF AS THAT I LOVE MY, Ne Z 
T REALLY DON'T Z| A SERB NAM NATION... 4, ELSE 
KNOW WHY. TIONALIST. 


This tolerance 
is embodied 
in your home 
town 3. 


distinctions E sort of 
matter much 2B *|charisma. 
less than in | ‘ 

other part: 


‘And where 
T happen? PBI DAS ever Im 
to love SM going and 
tt be} wherever You dont 
want to 
see your 
city di 
vided or 
endangered 
You join 


The Green Berets are not a single group, but a collection of auton- fe 9 
omous armed cells built around popular or self-elected leaders Z Be inne ora” 


One of the most charis: AA i 2" 
matic of these men is Ismet Bajramovic, who is known as Celo. 


Re 


Bom 
in 1966. 


in. 7th grade, 
after he 
punched his 


teacher iy 
the face, his 
father told 
young Ismet. 
hed done 


WAS 19 HE WAS 
SENTENCED To 11 
YEARS IN PRISON FOR 
ATTEMPTED MURDER, 
RAPE, BREAKING AND: 

ENTERING, BLAH 

BLAH BLAH. 


I BELIEVE 
ONLY THE 
CHARGE OF 
ATTEMPTED 
MURDER, 


According to his own account, in prison Bay movic earned 
A 


the respect of the guards and warden by thrashin 


problem convict. 


di 
(ed upon to 


Slve disputes between inmates. 


HE WAS. 
SIMPLY 


Too GOOD- 


LOOKING 
FOR RAPE. 


after his 
first practice 


| Later Bajram- 
A ovic would 
Aclaim hed had 


ZAwomen, that 
Asome had even 
asked him to 


HE WAS OUT OF PI 


AFTER FIVE AND A HALF 


YEARS, FREED BY AN ACT 
OF THE MINISTER OF 
POLICE, MR. ALITA 
DELIMUSTAFIC 


Delimustafic, who had turned a chain of kiosks 
into Cenex, a major trading company, and had 
reportedly bought his cabinet post, was the 

richest man in Yugoslavia 


Crs 
sre 5 
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ea 


“T collected 
many debts, 


He had a 
sort of aura, 
a sort of 
natural born 


UW jump at 
e thance 


j *. Al 
cay 
¥ i) 


eg\ “Then some |yi4 


f\ bastards 


ter and 
Pe-Enfield hybrid 
with a Pght-Vision 


In 
ved ont 


50,000 times 


When he was a stiper, he says, he never killed 
civilians, only soldiers, people carrying weapons, 


My OTHER FAVOR 
ITE ACTION WAS THE 
GERMAN CAPTURE 
OF THE BELGIAN § 
FORTRESSES AT 


EBEN EMAEL, 


FcHEMNIK — A PEROG- 
ATORY EXPRESSION FOR 
‘A SERB NATIONALIST 


ALL YOU NEED 


1S THREE MEN 
STATIONED AT 
THE EN- 


1 
q 


On our walks around town, Neven points 
fot where someone had once given him 4 


ut locations as if at 2 giant, movie |, 
few good scenes and yelled, ‘Action! 


THEY CAME 


AND MY FRIEND 


| To SHOW You 
THIS PHOTO- 
GRAPH 


WHEN I WROTE 
IAN ARTICLE ABouT 
THAT ACTION FOR 
A BRITISH MAGA- 
ZINE — SOMETHING 
LIKE ‘SOLDIER OF 
Fortune’ —I GOT 
BACK A RESEC- 4 
TION LETTER 


(ACROSS THE RIVERY '/ my NERVE AND 


HAD His HEAD //| 


Ris 


RAN FOR COVER 
BEHIND SOME 


PITAL I TOLD 
THE DRIVER TO 


OF ALL THESE Y/ IT WAS TAKEN W 
MEN, ONLY FOUR FF SHORTLY BEFORE 
OF_US ARE WE WENT INTO 
ACTION AGAINST 


Before Yugo: 
slavia began 
to break Up, 
Bosnia’s Terri 


In the meantime, ordinary citizens of Sarajevo, with 
whatever weapons they have, organize themselves 
into units by apartment block Or neighborhood. 


They will de 
fend, but only their own house: 


At the mo- 


ment, it is 
up to the 
paramilitar- 


ies, the 
Re already con- 
h. | stituted 
Green Berets, 
to fill the 
many gaps 
thal’ remain - 


Now, as the 
war begins, 
the INA puts 
S| hundreds of 
tanks and 
artillery 
pieces into | 
the hands of 
the rebel 
Serbs. Against’ 
this over. 
whelmin 
firepower, the 
Wan gov- 
ernment must, 
build an ar 
almost front 
scratch. 


The police and its special units, the equivalent of 
SWAT teams, provide more mobile forces, but 
they have been reduced by significant defec- 
tions — many Serb police avd gone over to the 
other side 


the official 
and auton- 
Womous units 
active in 
Sarajevo. 


Delimustafic, |) 


Unit of the 
Military Police. 


Other larger 
more powerful 
paramilitary 

units are in- 

corporated in- 
to the govern- 
ments nascent 


struc- 


by figures, 
‘tery with | 
ty crimina 
Packgrounds, 
who would 
soon become, 
like Cela 
Bajramovic, 
military pop 
idols. Three in 


lasting im- 
pression on 
Sarajevo: 


ai criminals, or 
a little bit 


Jusuf Preaina, 
AKA Juka 


Born in 1967. 
A ph child 
Of a poor 
family... he 
4 studied 
4 medicine in 
secondai 
school... then 
found him- 
Rl Self on the 
wrong side 
of the law... 
jailed five 


imes... 


"PRONOUNCED 
YUKA" 


“Before the war he was known as a tough guy. He started an 
I WASNT agency called Green Berets, a debt enforcement agency, And he 
AN INTIMATE Was always boasting that he actually gave the name to the 
FRIEND, BUT [paramilitary] Green Berets.” = 
I KNEW 
HIM. 


WE WERE 
GREETING 
24 EACH OTHER 
ON THE STREET 
ZA OCCASIONALLY; 
3 WE WOULD HAVE 
A DRINK OR £& 


SHIP WHERE YOu V7 

DONT FUCK WITH F 

ME, 1 DONT FUCK 
WITH YOU, 


Juka was severely wounded in a prewar fi When the war began his troops, known as the Wolves, 
shootout and otherwise battered, One of fought hard, and Suka developed a glamorous repu- 
his legs had been shaktered and one of tation as a war-time commander, 

his arms was almost useless 


en on TV. 9 
in his honor. his unit grew 


7 MORE THAN 
3,000 PEOPLE. V 
THATS A CON- Fo 
SIDERABLE 

A FORCE IN 

x A. ANY WAR 
beat follow 
whom he con- 

BSidered in- 
subordinate. 


“His people were 
loyal to him 
mostly because 
he took good 
care of them. He 
saw that thei 
were well fed, 
that they were 
well armed, to 
the best of his 
abilities, that 
they had ammu- 
nition.” 


Musa 
lopalovic 
AKA Caco 


SEVERAL 
TIMES HE 
INVITED ME IN- 
To HIS HOUSE 
To HAVE A 
COFFEE 


His unit, incor- 
porated into the 
army as the Tenth 
Mountain Bri- 
gade, was r 
onsible for one }* 
the most dan: 
erous and # 
egic tront lines, 
roTrebevic 
fountain, im- 
ly above 
his stronghold 
Sarajévo's 


Caco's 
ploits in {jf 
battle be 


and myth. /* 


Ramiz Delalie ana Cale 


[Born in 1963 moved to 
Jin the heavily] |Sarajevo 
Muslim San- 

Jak region 
of Serbia 


ad 
r | 
hi, NU 


Italy, but returned 
gle weapons to 
paramilitary 
re 


Delalic lived 

z THE WAR HE in 

. WAS NO ONE, > to Bosnia to s; 
= A COMMON ledgl 

LOWLIFE 


HARD CUR- 
RENCY INTO 


—Z YUGOSLAV 
I Z f\ DINARS. A 
HIM To BE |} \ a 


He claimed to have taken part in one of the incidents that fanned 
the enmitiy between Serbs and Muslims, the murder of a Serb in a Sar 
ding party on the day of Bosnia's independence referendum. 


HE 
KNEW ABOUT Y. 
WEAPONS 
ANO STUFF 
LIKE THAT. 


je had a big unit 
jood... but the Ty As the govern: 

ment tries to 
line up loose 
cannons like 
Delalic and the 

iother para- 
militaries, rebel 
Serbs have 
settled into 
the heights 
and rain arti & 
lery and sniper |" 

“{fire down on 
Sarajevo, 


You are in the thic! 


THE SERBS. j N77 THEIR IDEA 


HAD VOGOSCA, } 7 WAS TO CUT 
- THE CITY IN 
TWO AND MAKE 


IT UNDEFEND? 


ABLE 


STOP THEM 
HERE 


‘And Celo started calling me the most precise hands in Central Bosnia... 


Tol 


“Imer Pezo and Celo, they ran downand “1 couldn't walk. That first moment, I thought the 
dragged me back. [~*~ bastard broke my knee, and that would méan ampu- 
T tation z : < 


“In those days 


there was no time for refined orthopedic surgery.” 


THE BULLET 
ENTERED HERE 
AND EXITED HERE 

AND DIONT 

CRASH MY 

KNEE 


IM Just 
A LUCKY 


MAN, 
es YOU SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN WITH 
Us THESE 


#7 THEY ACCUSED ME 
OF STEALING A 
FRENCHMAN'S 


JACKET // 


\ 


-_ 


UTP, 


AN aN 


] / WILL NEVER 

JOURNALIST v SAYING I WOULD \. j FORGET A., 

LEFT WITHOUT, FIND HIM ONE DAY I AN <2y H AN EGYPTIAN 
PAYING ME ys AND BREAK BOTH 7 I NORKING FOR 


s HIS ARMS AND 
ade ote Sag BOTH HIS 


% 


YOU 

WILL WAIT 

| FOR ME IN 
FRONT OF THE 

RESTAURANT 

WHILE I AM 

HAVING MY 

DINNER. 


The television 
images serve 
up the essen- 
tial truth: a 
city is trapped, 
its citizens 
shelled in their 
apartments 
and shot down 
inthe streets 
Serb na- 

tionalists who 
have alread 
slaughtere: 
and expelled 
tens of thou- 
sands else- 

4 where in Bos! 


In May 1992, the The quasi warlords are making their own rules. 
first warning um They raid food and departm stores to fill 
goes out. Bosnian their warehouses 

army Colonel i - a i ¥ 

Jovan Diyjak f " 

sends a letter to 

President Alija 

Izetbegovic Sut- 

lining the lootir 

and other illegal 

activities carried 

Out by the para- 

military forces — 

now trdops and 

police technically 

under government 

control. In 2001 

Divjak tells me: 


EY” AND THe 
PRESIDENT RE- AC 
PLIEO THAT IT'S 


AN eas 


NORMAL IN ANY 


Goods taken yy 
eH MAA Sy , ~<* sold on the black market or distributed among 
S PEN. ES supporters to consolidate their power bases. 


CARE IF 
THEY WERE 
AFRAID. WAS To BUY 
WEAPONS 
veniently, those 
forced to vacate 
are often non- 
Muslims. In 1995, 
on the Serb side 
of the lines, I 
meet one. elderly 
uple —he is a 
he a f 
rb — who fled |f 
their rich 
furnished Flat 
after bein 
visited by Juka's | 
men nine times. pe 


“They came with guns, and they said they were looking for 
weapons They went through ever hing. - uP 


The strong- 
men have 
#| their own 
take on these 
matters. Ramiz 
Delalic — the 
other Celo— 
A | will later ex- 
plain, “..L took 
money from 
private bus- 
inessmen... 
because we 
eated the 
conditions for 
them to work. 
I never forced 
them to give 
us money. I 
“\never Said, 
You must!...” 


MORE THAN 
Twice A 


Later they learned that Juka's 
men had distributed their belong- 
ings and installed refugees from 
Gorazde in their flat. 


In a city that is B 
cut off and being 
starved into sub- 
mission, some 


large. According 
to Divjak, when 
Juka's wife gave P 
birth and Saka 


Well, you may ask yourself, why not? Shouldnt those ff And,further, if you confiscate goods from 
defending the city have their privileges? for example, [A state-owned shops — WE WERE * 
put yourself in Neve hoes. Z y PREVENTING 


t 
of Police Deli- Id you— 
mustafic, has b ¥ 
fled the coun- = 
try after cer- y r To DIE WITH- 
tdin intriques " 


SEND PEOPLE 


was 2 man of. 
his confidence,” 


as you explain, sims 


he Vea 


Celo is also distributing money to his 
Soldiers, probably cash l8ft by Delimusta- 
fic though you “can't vouch for that.” 


“We were liv- 
ing at our 
héadquar- 


would come 


and pick us 


up. Lf there 


jou say, 


"Life was 


1g like 
4 209 marks, 
(eel and we 
fesfe_|cartons of 


whisky. 


One day in 
September 
1992, there 
is an emer 


Tare [es 


real beasts y 
2s kts a8 


us are com. f 
ing back, 


“And that cult of Celo is based on the fact 
that he's a cruel son of a bitch, which 1s 
completely untrue. Because I saw him crying 
when Slaven was killed 

Ray 


FIGHTING AT 
THAT TIME, ANO 


Dear Reader, put your- 
self in my shoes.. 


2 


There were a lot of p. ple. w 0 didi 


ig to join the army, which is fine by me be- 

my calise you cant use people like that in a 
real action... But while we were fighting 

Bthey were sitting in their warm houses...” 


How 
WOULD 
YOU DE- 
< 5 
FIGHT, THEY nak TY 
SHOULD HAVE 
BEEN READY 


/{ ARBITRARY, 
1 WOULD 


I would go into a coffee bar fi“ Then I would tell the bar — and I would order every male 
lorder myself a coffee or whisky... ff Owner— inthe bar to get out and enter 
one of our vans. 1 


ct ail FAnd off for four 
NN AAU WW fi ve, ae hind no problems.” 


“Tf they had a chance to notify their families —. Everyone has 
Somebody well connected, and then we would rece al 
order that we cant take this guy. 


OFFICIALLY, THEY 
TAKE PEOPLE 
FOR 21 DAYS. £ 

IN ONE 
SHIFT. 


ALLOWED y 3 
HEIR, FAM- F 
(Lies? 2 
Bs ha 


B Our approach to the problem was a rather democratic one.” 


Shirkers of it/)\ 
military ser 
vice are not 
the only ones 
conscripted 
roups like 
Celd's for 
trench dig- 
ging duty 
neellectual 
and artis! 
are taken, 
too. One sol- 
dier enjoys 
telling me 
how he had 
personally ‘ ° . } uN 
rounded up r In fact, any 
a well Known is man out of 
theater dire | e uniform might 
tor for Cacos . 33 [ere 3 { {find himself 
‘Dig For Victory 5 plucked for 
campaign rf > 7 is Service 


1 meet one youry woman whose father simply disap- [He turned up ten days later; swollen from 
en lot her mother nor anyone élse knew fH beatings, shaking. T 
he police couldnt or wouldn't help. 


peared one 
Where he wi 


ten kilos,’ she tel 
had been accused of something, and Juka's 
men had taken him to dig trenches. 


I meet her father sever He is_a Serb, and his victimization epitomized 
al times. Im told he was [ithe fr: ing of Sarajevo's civil, ethnically 


tolerant Society. YJ 


{B As shells and bullets 8 
wiped ut scores of Sarajevans, who, would 
care much about a disappeared Serb? 


Th 2001 I meet a Muslim woman 
named Behireta Slijvic, In June 
1992 her Serb husBand, who was 
active in the defense against the 
Serb nationalists, went missing 


MY HUSBAND 
WAS TAKEN BY 
CACO, COMMANDER] 
\\. OF THE 10% 
MOUNTAIN 
BRIGADE 


Slijvic had 
turned to 
Colonel 
Divjak for 
help in find- 
ing her hus- 


highest _ 
ranking Serb! 


Gi A 
BOSNIAN UNI 
FoRM SITING 


FRIEND, 


NEM 


E TR Sell sie 
The marriage made out of necessity |i 
between thé Bosnian government ani ty 
the strongmen is straining. Soon 
it reachés a major 


SELF AS SOME 
SoRt OF —HOW 
SHALL S PUT IT2— 


He, too, had 
personal 
reasons to 


within th 
chain of com} 
mand, His own 


iy 


by 
Se, \/ 
fi, y I 
z (NI || \i\ 


Juka's personal : The government 
heroics and Tv. cannot ignore Juka 
appearances x and his 3,000 well 
have trans- = A armed men... Ie 
formed the one- names him command- 
time petty crook) er of a reserve 
into an icon, special police force 
Suka is hi 
regarded, é 
by educated 
Sarajevans, be- 
“the fact 
that someone 
— anyone — 
would have the 
juts to stand 


The government, also allows Juka to sit in on cabinet meetings... g EP NT 
He Clashes with General Sefer Halilovic, Bosnia’s senior army Ze AALALOVIC, 
Ci p JUKA WAS LIKE, © 
‘WHO THE FUCK 
ARE YOU TO 
Give ME ORDERS? 


IN CASE OF WAR not handle him, f° 


TE ARNT IS. [i |Juka is shifted 


to the army, 
which tries to 

h) appease him withf™ 
the comman 
of Special Units. 
But he publicly 
derides the 
high command 
and starts ? 
calling himself 
a general. 


When his wife is badl 


wounded, Juka 
Sarajevo 


flight with her out o 


ber 1992, 
after a 
short time} 
elsewhere 
in Europe, 
Juka re- 
turns to 
Bosnia 
claiming 
he will 
break the 
Siege of 


Sarajevo. 


FROM SARAJEVO 
BECAUSE HE WAS 


EVERY OTHER 
COMMAND- £ 
™ ER 


TO SEND HIM 
SOMEWHERE 
WHERE THERE 
WERE FEWER 


COMMANDERS £- 


AND _ FEWER £: 
EGOS. 


He brings 
with him 
a white 

herse on 


The only overland way out of Sarajevo is Tuka all but seizes the base on Igman from his awn 
to run over the UN.-controlled runway, army, beating up some of the officers stationed there. 


Igman, the gateway to “free” Bosnia 


which is under Serb guns, and reach Mt. y : 14 
-» oF : 


es 
ff 


military 
action in 
earl 
1993 the 
Bosnian 


In the war within a war that erupts between the Bosnian 
Croats and Bosnian government in 1993, Juka’s shrinking 
gang reportedly aids in the cleansing of Muslims from Mostar 


PERSONALLY, I 
WOULD LIKE IT NOT 
TO BE TRUE, I CANT 
VOUCH ONE WAY OR 
ANOTHER, BUT I 
DON'T THINK HE 
WAS SO STUPID 


To LET HIMSELF 


Shortly thereafter, Juka leaves the 
Balkans, In December 1993, hitch- 
hikers find his body at a rest stop 
near Liege, Belgium 


MAYBE HE 
FINALLY GOT 
SMART AND 

DECIDED TO 

LAY OFF. 


CANNOT BE 
CHANGED, WAR 
NOT WiTH- 
STANDING. 


1995 


MIXTURE 
OF SO MANY 
THINGS: 


SARATJEVANS 
ARE COM- 
ING. 


EVEN THINKING 
OF PRODUCING 
MEMBERSHIP CARDS 
= SO NOT EVERIBODY 
fi WILL BE ABLE 
i \ TO GET 


i 


(IN. 


i NN 


ap 


—OR A ‘HOOF; 
AS YOU WOULD SAY 
— WE WILL FIND A 
WAY TO DISCREETLY 
EXPLAIN TO. Hint HE 
DOESNT BELONG, —~ 
HERE. —— 


THEY'VE. 
TAKEN OVER 
APARTMENTS: 
IN. THE 


HAVE. PREF- 
ERENCE FOR |/ 


HUMANITARIAN 
AID FOR BEING, 
REFUGEES... 


FROM ORGAN- 
(ZATIONS FROM 
THE GULF STATES 
IF THEY ARE GOoD 

PRACTICING 
MUSLIMS. 


Ze 
Rey 


THE WAR 
CAME AS A 
FULFILLMENT 
OF THE DREAMS 
OF PIANY OF 


Pom 


or 


ARE ALWAYS 
TALKING 


SEVANS LEFT 
THis CITY A 


I AM 
SOMETHING 
LIKE ‘THE 
LAST OF THE 
MOHICANS.’ 


BUT 


DO WE 
THE OTHER x A 
NIGHT He Got’ He \ HAVE A Pistia narod: 
DRUNK AND SAIO-] CHETNIK ALIST, BUT HE BY ao woul. 
HE CALLED IN HERE? TTER WATCH // LH 
i\ ME A CHET- NH Bere J SAYING SOME- 


NIK THING LIKE 
> THAT. 


TO DIVIDE 


NamiON: 
ALIST PARTY 


4 Celo told me — how should I put it?- that Im 
‘too hot-blooded. He told me 1 was taking un- 
necessary risks,... rushing into actions with- 
out thinking” 7 

r 


WW 


you mother 7) 
ucker youre 
| his 


tell me in 
very nice 
nanner We 


“He said I was costing him two people. He 
said he needed someboi shoot me in You 
case I go on the other DESERTED? 
5 BECAUSE 
2A YOURE A 
SERB? 


“And he had to have a ah gpeering my back—in case somebod tried : 


to kill me on this side’ at time Some Serbs were simply ( 
Appearing from their apartments or they were found de. 


“I never allowed people to mention that Serbs are shootit 
on Sarajevo. I was always insisting that Chetniks are 
shank on Sarajevo, Because I Couldnt fight against 

erbs. 


can fight against Chetniks. 


unit. 


Put, youre 
self A 
Neven's 
shoes. You 
have health 
problems. 
Youve been 
wounded § 
ie times. 
ally you 
aah Rave 
yourself de- 
mobili 


So you do. 


Meanwhile, 
the Bosnian 
jovernment 
ts increasing| 
at aloss as 
to how to 
deal with its 
ill-disciplined 
military units, 
For his pare, 
President 
Zek jovic 
coonate 
tolerate the 
excesses of 
commanders 
like Delalic 
and Caco. 


, 
\S 


“T thought 
i Id dont j\ 
sj enough. I 
did more |’ 
than son 
‘ople wi 
Peers fitter 
than I am 
S0 why the 
A hell would I | 
play the fool 
}\[ J angmore? 


Delalic will 
later say, "He 
2 always had 
time for us. 
Sometimes 
he would 
scold us 
severely. We 
were like 
children to 
him; he would 
scold 
praise us,” 


staff. 


“He told me 1 couldn't be in the active 


LI could be on the operational 


“No way. That wasnt for me.” 


“T started working for foreign jour 
nalists,”’ = 


Tine es 


According to Diyjak, by this time 
a general, “Izetbegovic believed 
more in them than in the 
Official commanders of the 


army of Bosnia.” 
NG y 
>; 
J ©) 
5 


(in fact, Delalic and Caco we! 
official commanders technicall 
answerable to the government. 


a Dyes eee 


The government continues to make [ff But Delalic, who previously accepted the officers the high com- 
efforts to integrate all brigades mand sent to his 9% Motarized Brigade— including a commander 
Properly into the chain of command. ff superior to em away 

Some of the smaller warlords = SoH 


He later explains that “thi 
where their offices are, I told them, ‘Your 


According to General Diyjak—- vernment turns its atten- 
| 


. = Ismet Bajramovic—Celo— 
fl WAS AT MANY I Whose unit it declares a rogue 


WHO DIDN'T | 
Dy CARE. J 


“On the 15% of April, ‘93, there 
was a special show on television 


svand the president himself said fir 


certain elements of the military 
police commanded by Celo weré 
nat really soldiers, 


e were stunned by it. How else 
can you feel when gou've lost 
4B sO Many friends and someone Is 
saying “you were not a soldier 
but & fucking criminal? 


Stopping commerce 
inthe tity 


“And thats when I lost 
faith in this country.” 


Celo's unit is disbanded, its men dispersed into other units. JJ Meanwhile, damning evidence is 
ch, opens up a nightclub. mounting against. other war- 

. ~ Vn lords. In May, General Diyjak 
asends a letteF to President Izet- 

a Pegovic with detailed charges 
including accusations of murder of 
citizens, particularly Serbs. 

. I DEs- 
CRIBED WHAT. 
KNEW ABOUT 
HEIR, CRIMINAL 
ACTIVITIES, 


: = | = 7 sgout 
ta a 


peal Ts But Izetbegovic wont upset his 
: accommodation with the strongest of 
the strongmen until they threaten his 


authority"or undermine The state. 


That moment — {i \ According to ‘Dani’ journalist 
Si ca WW Vildana Selimbegovic- 


| THE HIGHER 
government ar [o\ é ECHELON RS 
Fests Caco chief R e AFRAID TO GO 
of staff, who is t= \defuses the Bi ere Because 
sometimes blamed =e — i crisis, but THEY RAN THE 
for certain exces- [2 i RISK OF BEING 
ses attributed to d 2 Delalic’s HUMILIATED BY 
Caco, In response Ey u Zones now fH CACO OR HIS 
Caco throws up aims 3 Ssen- TROOPS, 
barricades and |= q 

takes hostages 
Delalic lines up 
behind him. The 
stage is set for a |i 


Caco in particular puts him- Mage“ ue He was shooting a nitroglycerin 
self further and further LE: Ag gun. The gun maltunctionéd;and the 
above the law. Z explosion took off three of his fingers. 


“He changed. Thats beyond ques- 
tion... That must have affected 
his command abilities.” 


THE STREETS ff 

AND MAKING 
THEM DIG 
TRENCHES 


And, increasingly, Sarajevans are 
But we were F ~é whispering ut horrible things 
never putting said to bé happening in CacoS 
guys in direct i . area in a place called Kazani 
Bij jeopardy. Some ia N T, 
people tere 


Government 
relations with 


request of the 
high command, 
hé sends some 
oF his forces 
out of Sara- 
evo bie 
oops fight- 
ing the Croats 
(His soldiers 
are later im- 


But the July barricades make clear Since the beginning of the war, the government has 
that the on®-time heroes of Sarajevo JJ managed to build up reilitary units loyal to itself, and 
e 


are all but beyond redemption. They [§ plans~are underfoot to sett 
have undermined the governments lords once and for all. 
authority at home and embarrassed it 

abroad eo 


the quéstion of the war- 


ACTION WAS 
To GeT RID 
OF CELO. 


REMOVE HIM, 
EVERY BODY 
ELSE WILL HEEL 
TO THE HIGH- 
ER i 


“He lost four and a half lite 
and still he was 


FUCKING 
05! THEYRE 
BASTARDS: Aen 


In fact, in 2001 Munir Alibabic, who in 
1993 was Bosnia’ intelligence services 
chief in ‘AJevO, as welbas atop 
police official, tells me he learned 
the attempted assassination— 


notorious paramilitary group e: 
tablished by the Ineerior Ministry 


“Te was 2 i 
very careful 

ained bullet. 
He was wear 


rifle round 
hit him be- 
neath his 
right arm 
and ended 

in his heart. f 


SAID THAT 
THE BULLET 
CAME FROM EN: 
EMY POSITIONS, 
WHICH WERE 
1,200 METERS 
A FROM THAT 


AMOUNT OF 
MONEY — WELL, 
NOT SMALL, BUT 
SMALL FOR CELO 
— CHANGED HANDS 
WITH A FRENCH 
COLONEL WHO 
WAS IN CHARGE 
OF AIRLIFTS 
TO AVIANO. 


IF SOME- 


TO ME HOW A .22 


CALIBER BULLET CAN YJ 


TRAVEL 1,200 METERS, 
T WILL KISS HIS ASS 
IN WASHINGTON 
SQUARE AT WHAT- 
EVER TIME HE 
CHOOSES. 


I CAN'T 
AFFORD. 
THAT, TLL JUST 
GIVE IT BACK 

TO YOU. 


WANT IT 
BACK. Las 


Yq 


y 


. 


iy, y 
7 T'VE sp Arter 
q BEEN TWO DAYS 
NG LONGER WH WORKING \ff WORK I WAS 
FROM THe. ff FOR AJAP- WaABLe To PAY 
Hore. AA sourn- ACY ator, 
SOS, ALIST, peter 


HE 1S 
CARRYING | NALIST AND J 
150,000. { TAKE THE 


H] \TALY, THEN 
FRANCE, 


KNOW, I : S/T ust 
HAVE AN IDEA Saay SO HAPPENS 
FOR A PERFECT Sy THAT THERE 1S 
CRIME, IF I CAN = &{ A JOURNALIST 
FIND A JOURNALIST, \ WHO LOOKS 
WHO LOOKS SH 7 
LIKE ME. A 


if A TOUR 
WE? NALIST GOT 


THEY'D. 
FIND THE 


WE 
HAVE 
THE SAM 
SHAPE Of 
FACE 


y Hes 
4 SHORTER. }= 
i 


KNOW THAT I 
WOULD MAKE SURE 
THE BODY WAS 
THOROUGHLY 
DISPOSED 
OF? 


The govern- 


Sarajevo's 
war. Tes 
details are 


a8 rters has been su 
elalic takes hostages 


PLAN, WHICH 
INVOLVED A 
COMBINATION 
OF MILITARY 
FORCES AND 
POLICE OF- 


FICERS | 

PLAN WAS TO i \ 

BESIEGE THEM, ——. f 

To MAKE THE ay SES j K i 

NOOSE TIGHTER, 2 

AND THEN TO Wig Miter a brief fire : 

ARREST THEM. [a> call to President [zetbegovic, however he gives himself up. 


se 


But in the 
operation 
jainst C: 


4 Alibabic, nine 
policemen 
fare sent in 
to arrest &f 
Caco before 

iii the original F 
plan can 
unfold. 


E 
KILLED TRY- 
NING TO GET 
To CACO 


WERE 
KILLED. 


ONE g 
OF THE GUYS Yee — AMIR 
4 THAT CACO HIS HEBEB 
PERSONALLY NAME WAS WAS KILLED, 
KILLED WAS SRDJAN AND ZORAN [2A 


MY COUSIN, BOSILICIC J ILLIC THREE YOUNG 


POLICE OFFICERS 
WERE SENT IN 
TO NEGO- 
TIATE 


Zoran on his radio by his name, not by his Code AGAINST CHETNIKS AND 


THEY SEND CHETNIKS 
TO ARREST ME/ 


“And mind you, they sent two Serbs and one Muslim ff “And when Caco | WHAT THE HELL IS HAPPEN- 
to negotiate with Caco. And then somebody called Hit d that, he JING HERE2 I AM FIGHTING 


Ld F 
b; ie She, YN 
(Zoran is a Serb first name) ff * { “And then he snapped. 


“He killed Zoran with a knife. f§‘He threw Amir through a window. 


Caco has seized hostages and ral hours later Caco is dead 
threatens to kill them if the mili- cially, he has been killed 
tary and police dont lift their siege. Mi trying to escape. But most Sara- 
RPT Sy aN Jevais believe something else — 
Sey 
= 


Finally, President ey 
Izetbegovic guarantees Caco fair 
treatment, dnd he surrenders. 


“He was killed because he 
was a dangerous witness for 
Izetbegovic.” wy 


<illed in the 
2 Delalic, 


IN THE CHAIN OF 
COMMAND, AND HE 


A | 


ONES WHO 
KILLED HIM 
WOULD ALSO 
HAVE BEEN HELD| 
RESPONSIBLE 


HEY, 
MY FRIEND 
(ON 
BE SENDING 
THAT MONEY 
SOON. Z 


Drm 


= y 

J cant 

remember] / hi 

where HIS TAPE 
Nexen RECORDER, 
" 


SES 


In the hours 
rter his death, 
vernment, A 
ch had long E < =} evans for 
S\N) needed Caco ~ som; black- 
\Yand— many be- [Ss . 
\ lieved — was well 
Aware of his 
rimes, washes 
Sits hands of him. 


The government reveals it has found a secret burial 
ground, the Kazani pit, which had been in Caco's zone of 
Xontrol and where he is said to have dumped his vic- 

tims, mainly Serb citizens of Sarajevo. 


SAYS CACO 
WAS KILLING 
PEOPLE JusT 
BECAUSE THEY 
WERE SERBS, 

HE IS 


Cacos body 
buried in a’seci 
location, but in 
a move that 
shocks many, es- 
pecially his vic’ 
tims, the govern- 


Sarajevo's main Y s testi- 

mili¢an cemeten ‘ Z x " frong on 

in Noval nber 199 f - <3 the 1994 
is public funera \ ae HISAN au] el = 

is attended by ra ; : rota 


Izetbégovic, the 
son of “the 


the following 
two pages. 


ren 


“Mevludin Selak and Refik Colak 


Se 
”, 


é woman ar 
a 


Mr 


“while Mevludin took the man. i: 


I noticed Caco taking a knife from Armin Hodzic 
a Lu 


| 


Via 
A ‘al am A 


—_ 
ft do the same} 


"4 


ne 
a a 


the knife to Ziga Sabahudi 


i, 


“When it came tom, n la lip 


as es 
aeeal ‘Ergin Nikolic lay on the floor of 


a 
“Both of th location of Kazani 


{ E 
‘0 kicked it into the depth 


vant 


#\ Testimony of Samir Seferovic 


‘Dani’ is denounced by President 
Lzetbegovic for making the tes: 
timong public. he esi Regarding the number 
ose kil of Victims, Pecanin 
é by Sarajevo's has this to say: 
warlords vai 


«410,000 Serbs 
Ya Jwere killed by 


#] CERTAIN, BUT 
OBVIOUSLY NOT 


ull Accounting had 
been made. 


As for justice, four of Caco's men are ff And the surviving warlords? ff Ismet Bajramovic recovers 
found Quilty of murder in the 1994 trial. [Razim Delalic serves time in Mi from his wounds and re- 

None dre given a sentence of more than fMjail but is released early. He turns to Bosnia after the 
i 8. Opens a bar, and participates war He becomes a power- 


in military actions in 1995, [ful underworld figure. 


A 


Others are released from deten- 
tion for time already served. A few are ¥ 
in jail for murder: 


I discover he'd worked for the 
international police force, which 
HM \gives me his old number: 

4 


But when I call, the person on 
the other end says he hasn't 
Seen Neven in six months... 


Then, three or four days before 
Im due to leave, theresa ring— 


IVE GOT No- 
THING ELSE 


snures \| [the days, Now I'M 
cards |fpuer bel) [he sais’ fiaVauite samis- 
fool YOu ing me} [When Thed if FED wiTH_ A 
15 put |}make or ["\ FRIENDLY GAME J} 
EF pling \| lose OF ZING. 
i ir WE PLAY 
in a single | |.\'|) |= FoR DRINKS 
. ae 7 OR FOR COOKIES 
( OR SOMETHING 


ITS MUCH 
MORE FUN, 
FOR INSTANCE, 
WHEN WE ARE 
PLAYING FOR 
A WATER 
f oN MELON 


c) 


r HOW 
SHOULD I 
PuT iT? y 


WHEN YOU SEE. 
THE GUY IN YOUR 
SIGHTS, YOU ARE 

DECIDING WHETHER 
HE'S GOING To 


ee th 


[ Gefore we 


mi 


WORST THING. 

3 NOW I CANT 
REMEMBER THE 
NAMES OF MOST 


MY MEMORY AL- 
THOUGH I'M DOING 
MY BEST TO 
STASH THEM 
EP. Sl 


Most 
OF THEM 
I SOMEHOW 
FORGOT. 


MY FRIENDS 
WHO WERE 


‘| Then Neven hires a tas 
to some of the sites wi talking abo: 
sites that were prominent in his war: 


aA. 


VLIING iN 


WY THAT APART- [ 
bf MENT SINCE I 


ONCE 
IN MY LIFE 


\7 BECAUSE 
\& THAT HAD 
SOMETHING: 
TO DO WITH ME 
BEING A SERB, 
WHAT THE HELL 
WAS I FIGHT- 


THAT I SPENT 
IN THE WAR IN 


4 pb 
S—<<SE J to 


PAST 
I Love TOLD You, 
THIS CITY, ONE WAY OR 
aries | { ANOTHER, I AM 


HLLUN GOING To GET 
ee lek HY Ass our 


He 
to ie Po 
his pill 


ey 


i 


d WAZA = i 
sed to take me on Park fake care of yourself. ||He walks back to where his 
guided 9 iat pals are playing oer 
i f x f L < ) 
aie BOG 


s 


ast 


eo i PT) A Vie 1 
ie 4 i ]} die aes 
(terre a 8 


LAST WORDS 


A NOTE ON THE TWO CELOS 

As indicated in the book, two of Sarajevo's warlords —Ismet Bajramovic 
and Ramiz Delalic —were nicknamed Celo. To avoid too much confusion, 

I usually refer to Ismet Bajramovic (who is central to Neven’s story) as 
Celo, and I usually refer to Ramiz Delalic by his last name. During the war, 
however, most Sarajevans were apt to think of Delalic, who had a larger 
unit and was around longer, when someone mentioned the name Celo. 
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“Sacco’s meticulous drawings, combined with detailed, personal accounts of 
his ‘subjects’... provide the kind of human, emotional context so lacking in 
traditional media reports.” 
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journatism. He brings alive the life and world of a funny, friendly, 
dangerous, mysterious person who seems a pure product of his place.” 


“Sacco doesn’t try to lay claim to the truth. He's simply telling one man’s 
Story, and it makes for an excellent book.” 


“Sacco demonstrates that the narrative arts, including comics, can gather up 
complicated social truths with a gradual patience that often eludes the camera.” 


“One of the] 25 favorite books of 2003.” 
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